
SINCE NOVEMBER 2016, EMPORIA FIRST FRIDAY HAS HAD:

54 WALKS
ART 2,582 COMPLETED 

PASSPORTS

SOLO ART SHOWS491
GROUP ART SHOWS123

ESU SENIOR SHOWS23

51
VENUES

PARTICIPATING

16
ART -BASED

FUNDRAISERS

21
MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

3
LOCAL AUTHOR BOOK SIGNINGS

11 YOUNG
 A R T I S T
EXHIBITIONS

5 HIGH SCHOOL
 S T U D E N T
EXHIBITIONS

4 ANNUAL
STICKER
CONTESTS

WITH CASH PRIZES  
FOR ARTISTS

ART DEMONSTRATIONS 
+ OPEN STUDIOS

137
OPEN MIC EVENTS

2
OFF -ROAD 
ART WALKS 
DURING COVID 

SHUTDOWN



Emporia First Friday has been an immeasurable boon to my artistic 
life. Before First Friday, I was bursting with ideas and a desire to share 
them, but I didn’t even know where or how to start exposing my art 
to the Emporia Community. EFF came in like an illuminating light. They 
framed and matted my work for display, I was connected with local 
business owners, and over the past several years I have had many 
wonderful opportunities to sell, create on the spot, and display my 
work. As both a presenting artist and an avid attendee of First Friday, 
I have met so many talented, creative, and big-hearted people. 
Emporia First Friday has transformed me from a reclusive hobby artist 
into an outgoing burgeoning professional.

EMELINE FULLER, ARTIST

As a downtown small business, I am very proud to support Emporia 
First Friday each month, because it is a perfect example of a winning 
collaboration. The Art Walk gives local artists an opportunity to 
promote their work, it builds traffic in our downtown businesses and 
it makes our community a more vibrant and interesting place for 
residents and visitors.

KIM REDEKER, SWEET GRANADA OWNER

Emporia didn’t know what they were missing until Kaila and Joel 
created the Emporia First Friday Art Walk. I have attended other First 
Fridays in Topeka and Lawrence, and they are good but don’t have 
the intimate feel that EFF has. I love going downtown on that First 
Friday and visiting each venue to see what Emporia’s local artists 
are creating. It has been awesome to see young and old enjoy this 
evening throughout the year. As a local art teacher, it is so great to 
see some of my former students creating art and presenting it for all to 
see. EFF is definitely an event to put on your calendar each month!

KRISTIN OBERLE, EMPORIA MIDDLE SCHOOL ART TEACHER


